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Chinese Communists in May, 1927, ordered: "You must no longer
simply resort to persuasion. The time has come to act. The rascals
must be punished!" 19 The immense disappointment found expres-
sion in a recurrence of bloody measures: "Punish the officers who
support and maintain contact with Chiang Kai-shek." The fantas-
tic idea of a great Chinese army under Communist military leader-
ship was Stalin's order of May, 1927: "Mobilize some 20,000 Com-
munists, add some 50,000 revolutionary workers and peasants from
Hunan and Hupeh; activate a few new corps, utilize the school's
cadets for the officers corps and before it is too late, organize your
reliable army!" The instructions from Moscow sounded most
revolutionary:

Systematically to develop an agrarian revolution in all provinces, includ-
ing, and in particular, Kwantung, under the slogan "All power to the
peasant unions and rural committees." This is the basis for the success of
the revolution and of the Kuomintang. This is the foundation of a
powerful political and military force that must be developed in China
against imperialism and its agents.20

Meanwhile all the hopes placed on the Wuhan government and
its army proved vain. The Comintern sent a wire to Borodin in-
structing him to begin the confiscation of landlords' estates; this
amounted to a call to revolution against the coalition government.
The Communists were obliged to leave, and therewith the whole
Wuhan government disintegrated.

On July 7, when Borodin left Wuhan for Russia, the great
military-political intervention of Russia in China in effect came
to an end. In the almost four years of his activity Borodin had be-
come a towering, almost a legendary, figure behind Chinese policy.
In him the hope and the threat of a Russo-Chinese Empire found
their strongest expression. His departure from China signified a
decisive turn in relations between the two nations, and the com-
pletion of the break between the Kuomintang and the Communists.

From then on Moscow relied on the expectation of a great armed
popular uprising in China. Instructions called for a purely Soviet
revolution. The new call was for "soviets in China." "And who
will head the Soviets?" Stalin asked in his speech on September 27,
1927, replying: "Of course, the Communists. But Communists will
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